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Highlights
SfS in Action
Four Boot camps and six Sessions
o Boot camps for Grades 7 and 8 of
NPS, Koramangala
o 4 Sessions among Shishukunj and
Sishugriha students
o 2 Sessions among NPSK students
and Government Lower Primary
School

Re-orientation and Skill Building
Session
-

For Sishugriha students

TAGE*
17 tons of waste paper collected
o A collection of INR 70k. Way to go,
TAGE!
o Notebook making by Grade 6
students of NPS, Koramangala
*Towards a Green Education (TAGE) is an
initiative of SfS Student Volunteers.

Reach us at: hello@sfs.org.in

*Look for these helping hands!

Volume 01, Issue 01
From the Editor’s Desk

Welcome to SfS!
Hello,
We are so happy to have you joining us on the great adventure that is
Students for Students. We have been working for a long time to get ready
to give you an experience that we hope will stay with you and maybe even
change you!
SfS is the culmination of years of dreaming and months of preparation. And
the many weeks spent by our team, volunteers and students in making this
dream a reality... We could not be here without every drop of blood, sweat
and tears. SfS places a great emphasis on commitment and
preparation. From everyone involved.
By now you have all completed our bootcamp and have had your first
experiences in the classroom. You are starting to get an idea of how the
workshops will run, the skills you will need, and the challenges you might
face.
The Sishu Griha students had their first day at Shishukunj on the July 1st
and the NPS, Koramangala at Government Lower Primary School on the
29th of July. And it was a resounding success! The energy and enthusiasm
the children brought, the thrill of new friendships and learning that is taking
place makes it all worth it.
The program is off to a very promising start, and the SfS team can’t wait to
see how learning and growth happens for all the children involved over the
next year.
We will use this newsletter to highlight some of the experiences you are
having, some important information you need to know, and some useful
tips for your classroom time. Please share with us anything you would like
us to highlight in the next newsletter!
- Team SfS
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Team SfS

Vivek Vaidya, Alumnus, NPS; Student Volunteer, SfS
Vivek is sophomore studying Computer Science & Linguistics at the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign. His academic interests include NLP, Data Engineering and Cybersecurity.
Vivek is passionate about using technology to impact society. In high school, he was an early
member of Towards A Green Education (TAGE), an organization started by his friends and aimed to
make education sustainable. He joined SfS not only because of the success achieved with TAGE, but
also because he wants to apply the insights gained from overcoming the challenges they faced at
TAGE.
In his words: “ The concept of a network built for students by students is very important to me, and the
opportunity to make that a reality is why I’m here. The power of a peer-driven network will only get
stronger over time, and so in the next 2-3 years, I see SfS blossoming into a self-propagating system
where all members learn and grow together.”

Our Students!
My hobby is mostly research based on warfare. I would like to pursue my education in the field of industries and
commerce (business). After my first session at SishuKunj, I feel that I am emotionally attached to the children, and am
encouraged by the fact that I am imparting knowledge to the children. By having an interactive session with them, I
st
learnt how to adapt to various situations. Thus, my 1 session with the children at the school was a really enjoyable one.
Working for an NGO is a challenging but satisfying job. As an active volunteer, it will help me make a positive
contribution to the growth and development of society, and is an investment in my future. I aim to develop professional
skills to meet the demands of the real world and broaden my perspective. It will impact the way I pursue my objectives
and make decisions.
Rithin Student, Grade IX

Hear Ye!
"SfS is an interesting initiative taken up by innovative minds. I feel it is extremely helpful to the students of
Shishukunj Vidyalaya. It also helps us to build our social skills and learn to be kind. It also helps to recap what
we learnt so far. The fact that the kids remember and enjoy meeting us touches my heart. I really look
forward to meeting these cute kids every week"
-- Aarti Anand, Class 7B
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Like the SfS vision? There are a number of things you can do to help us expand the SfS vision!

Students for Students

[01]::[July-Aug 2017]

Meet Our
Partner Schools
National
Public
School,
Koramangala
National Public School, Koramangala was established in 2003 under the chairmanship of Dr.K P Gopalkrishna following the
lineage of the elite institutions - NPS Rajajinagar & NPS Chennai, both established over four decades ago, and NPS
Indiranagar, established in 1982. This Institution is affiliated to the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), the
national body of the Government of India for Secondary Education. It is run by the National Education Trust, which is a
linguistic, regional, minority institution imparting quality education.
The National Public School family is a diverse body of parents, teachers and children coming from various parts of the
globe. It is synonymous with academic excellence and all development of personality. Their mission statement has a four
fold focus on:
•
•
•
•

st

Providing a plethora of opportunities to all students to develop apposite 21 century skills to transform themselves into
versatile, well rounded individuals
Promoting the continuing development of teachers through rigorous enrichment programmes in order to augment
their core competencies
Galvanizing the active participation and whole hearted involvement of all stakeholders – parents, teachers and
students in enhancing the quality of student learning and comprehensive development
Working towards impacting the community by undertaking outreach initiatives and environmental projects in the
immediate neighbourhood

Mrs. Jyotsna Nair is the Principal of NPS Koramangala. She has managed to stamp
her personality on NPS, Koramangala and has endeared herself to her students in a
short span of time. With her around, the children do not have to look far for
inspiration! While being a role model to the teachers and the students alike at NPS,
she has garnered respect from the parent community with her no-nonsense
approach and practical advise to parenting dilemmas. Here is an excerpt from her
message to the NPS community:
st

“Parenting was never easy and in the 21 century it has only become 100 times more
difficult! Half the battle is won if we, as parents, acknowledge the need to make
certain changes. A few pointers that could make a huge difference:
• Communicate with your child on a daily basis
• Doing household chores together on weekends is another effective way to bond
• In life, we do not always get what we desire. So, teach your children to
sometimes take “No” for an answer”
• Keep them grounded and instill in them the values of honesty, punctuality,
compassion, humility and gratitude. Teach them the courage to own up when
they make a mistake “
With such a pragmatic approach to parenting & a holistic education, Mrs Nair is
indeed a great educator to have in our midst. SfS is proud of our association with her
in this journey.
Here is some student speak …

Gurukool
Student Speak
“Jyotsna ma'am is an amiable
teacher who has transformed the
way NPS-K works in many ways. She
is an open-minded and progressive
thinker, and encourages nonacademic work done by students…”
“Jyotsna ma’am is open to ideas
brought forth by students, and acts
to guide the students' enthusiasm
with her extensive experience!”

Talk about SfS. Help us spread the work that there is an exciting new initiative helping students learn!
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Sishu Griha has associated with SFS, a voluntary team of
educators and students in its unique endeavor to reach out to
their less privileged counterparts.
The very concept of students teaching and training students is
possibly the highlight of this program. It creates a whole new
dimension to the learning process not only to the economically
and socially backward students, but also provides an
opportunity for students from privileged back ground to
become responsible citizens of this country. The clear-cut
objective is to impart knowledge and skills and gradually reduce
the social barrier between levels in the community, which
should contribute to the sustained growth of the nation at large.

Impressions
from

SishuGriha

SFS is a voluntary program, which facilitates students to make a
lasting impact on the lives of other students by sensitizing them
to their needs. We are sowing the seeds of empathy and raise
their emotional quotient. We move ahead with this noble
intention for a better future.
Mrs. Sujatha Mohandas, Principal
SishuGriha Montessori & High School

A peek inside the sessions, so far…

Science

Water Cycle
Parts of Plants
Animal Habitats
Plant adaptation
Vision – Depth Perception

Our Team
Directors
Anitha Iyer
Chethana Konethotha
Niraj Sahay
Pradeepa V

What’s up Next?

Math

Place Value
Fact Families
Complements
Odd/Even Numbers
Carryover/Borrowing
Asc/Descending Order

o Session 3 with NPSK and
Government Lower Primary
School, Ramesh Nagar: Sept 16,
2017
o Session 5 with SishuGriha and
BGMS Shishukunj: Sept 2, 2017
o Re-orientation and Skill building
session with NPSK students

A Special “Thank You!”
Ms. Sujatha Mohandas

Mr. Dipak Shah

Ms. Jyotsna Nair

Mr. Pooja Obalappa

Ms. Vijaya Kutty

Ms. Soundarya

Ms. Aparna Dinesh

Mr. N.S. Sekar

Mentors

Preetha Radhakrishnan
Cammie Vallepalli
Rama Voruganti

Student Volunteers
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Vivek Vaidya
Nishant Panicker
Anusha Vallepalli
Aniruddha Voruganti

Our Partner Schools
o SishuGriha Montessori and High School
o NPS, Koramangala

Our Participant Schools
o BGMS Shishukunj
o Government Lower Primary School, Ramesh Nagar

Got a few moments to spare? There are many ways that you can help. Visit www.sfs.org.in/volunteer

